HISTORY OF SPAIN.                       [A.D.

as the Ebro; and had even threatened the important town of
Huesca, which within two years was captured by his eldest son
and successor Peter. This Peter the First of Aragon died after
an uneventful reign in 1104, and was succeeded by his younger
brother, Alfonso, who married Urraca, Queen of Castile and
Leon, widow of Raymond of Burgundy,1 and who may be
distinguished by his appropriate title of El Batallador.

The number of royal Alfonsos that flourished in Christian
Spain at this time is perplexing to the last degree ; and a
double or doubtful numeration renders their identity still more
difficult to ascertain. Alfonsos there were on the thrones of
Aragon, of Leon, of Castile, and even of Barcelona. Alfonso
the Sixth of Leon was at the same time Alfonso the First of
Castile. Alfonso the First of Aragon is sometimes spoken of
as Alfonso the Seventh of Leon in right of his wife Urraca,
while their son Alfonso is usually reckoned as the Eighth,
though he was really but the Seventh of Leon, and only the
Second of Castile.

Finally Ramon Berenguer, the son of Petronilla, who is
sometimes called the Fourth and sometimes the Fifth of the
Ramons of Catalonia, changed his name to Alfonso, out of
compliment to his Aragonese subjects, and to the despair of
future students of history.

Of all these early Alfonsos none was more unhappy in his
domestic relations, none was more enterprising in his military
policy than Alfonso El Batallador, first of his name in Aragon.
He not only drove the Moslems out of the northern provinces
of the Peninsula, but he invaded Lerida and Valencia, and
even carried his Christian arms into Andalusia.2 Nor for the
most part, were these mere plundering expeditions, such as
were too often undertaken by his neighbours in the west.
Before he had sat for more than a dozen years upon his insig-
nificant throne, he had actually driven the Moslems out of the
important neighbouring city of Saragossa, which became the
capital of his dominions (1118). But his disputes with his
Christian neighbours ; his quarrels with his wife ; his wars with
her subjects in Castile and Leon, distracted his attention
from more fruitful undertakings, and in spite of his military

1 She was the eldest daughter of Alfonso VI. of Castile and Leon, who died
without male issue in 1109.    See ante, chapter xvii.

2 Alfonso is said to have traversed Spain, to have approached Cordova, and
actually to have reached the sea near the strong Moslem city of Almeria, ibid., pp.
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